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Success in Life

By: Jay Ashley Icaya

Our dreams are worthless, our ambi-

tions are impossible, our plans are meaning
\"-. less, and our goals are absurd, unless we make
an effort to strive for these things. No mar

Joseph Estrada’s ouster: Was it the right answer?

Earning the most number of votes ever in the L

.:"—III‘ Ilr ..J_.-' i
history of presidential elections in the Philippines, Estragla rj {/L\}f,

vJ

proved that he is really the favorite of the masses. Yet Vitune 10 Who.ls unwilling can evergo t_)eyond the wall
after only more than two years as President, he was he himself has built around him. _

ousted and replaced by his Vice President, Glorigstill in the headlines. It is believed that he has amasfed 10 €ach one of us, God has given tife
Macapagal Arroyo. What started as llocos Sur Goveseme $300 million during his stay in power. He noj @bilities and potentials, that if we exercise
nor Luis “Chavit” Singson’s accusations that he wafaces 13 charges of corruption pertaining to the misys&ill help us succeed in life. Unfortunately
receiving huge sums of money fralnetengtriggered of funds, graft, perjury, bribery and possession of unekmost people, most of the time tend to prg
unplanned events and crises. He was the first to yslained wealth. The charges of plunder are non-bailal§ent themselves from taking their first stepl

dergo the process of impeachment that was not fiand a conviction for economic plunder could mean dedt ;
ished and just led to another People Power that topplsshalty for him. qowards their goal because of the fear th

him from power last Jan 20. Now that we have gotten It seemed that the number 13 has continuou |)}hey might meet fallurg along the way. Wi
rid of him, are we sure that it is the right answer toaunted Estrada. Last year, the House of Represe tglways consider our failures as some thin
solve the numerous problems that we are facing noies passed the articles of impeachment against EstrhdBat tell us we are not good enough and thgt
If you'll ask me, well, yes. It was proven thaton Nov. 13. llocos Sur Governor Luis “Chavit” Singsof we can never do things right. Although som¢
his stay in power has really been the biggest probleappeared before the impeachment court on Dec. 13. fnimes we make mistakes, who doesn’t, any-
This is what the silent majority_ compos_ed of the_ poai[lar_i_ssa Ocampo, Equitable PCI Bank executive w O\Nay? They make us wiser as we go on fu'r_
never learned f[o understand. It is pathetic that until nowstified that Estrada apd Jose Velarde were the s Berin life. The hindrances we encounter are
many people in depressed areas refuse to accept g@ton was the 13th witness of the prosecution parjel. .
ex-President Joseph Estrada is a bad leader. One reassn March 2, the Supreme Court voted 13-0 which gr.ch@llenges which make us more eager to sye-
could be found in the answer of an old man when askgitned the legitimacy of the Arroyo government anfl c€€d and more focused on our aim.
why he would still support Estrada. He said it's bestripped him of criminal immunity. We are here in this world not by
cause Erap almost single-handedly defeated the Japa-  There is no place for a corrupt leader in a coup-chance but for a purpose, and that purpose i
nese soldiers. This old man has not separated the tegliike the Philippines. Now that he is gone, | believk to rise as high as we can be, fulfilling ou
, st priority. After all, Pres. Arroyo really deserves the - -
strength and soared, and so did the stocks. Mamsiti?)n. V\)//ith her academic bacigrounc)j/ in economi .smatter of taking courage a.'nd proving our-
couldn’t believe that an economic problem can be solvasyether with the support of the people, | know th ts’elveS what we can do. It '_S conquering oyr
by a political action. healing for this suffering nation will be achieved. w¢ fears and weaknesses, trying to be the best

Now after nearly 2 months since his ouster, hghould all tear down the walls that divide our nation. | that we can be. Doing our best and still fail
ing is part of our lives.Attempting and striv-
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™ TITFORTAT - ing to accomplish something is a sign of couf-
TJIM A\NJGJE E':,'s—] age, a proof that we tried.
g\ | \',_l_l_. ") Success is something that gives ug a
By: Kimberly Luceda Y ASHLEY R, ICAYAN fgeling of life worth living. Frustrations often
NADIA SUSANNE B BAUTISTA discourage us, but we should remember thgt
Politics et. al. ManagingEditor every time we fail, we should never stop dg-
The Philippines is now recovering from its worsf #5062 B ... CRISELDA D NueuD manding from ourselves to do better. Succegs
political and economic crises. Under the leadership of qurNewsEditors.................. DO A NV T is never final, and failure is never fatal.
new president, Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, our country |S LiteraryEditors............... RONDEL A. COLINA KSL
starting anew. Many people, including myself don't b&- .. cgior....... SOV ANKE R, ICAYAN

....TIMOTHY B. ROMERO
GEOFREY JOSEF G. FLORES
....SHERWIN JEFFREY M. ABUBAK'R

lieve in her capability to make our country peaceful and sportsEditors.....
prosperous again. But as concerned citizens, we just havenotojoumnaiist....

to accept, trust and support her in every way we can, be-Saoonst . EPHRAIM J. ALDE always there, waiting, ready to catch you if you fall.
! ! Reporters . .
i NE KRISTHINE P. AGA RIZELLE MARIE D. PAREDES
cause the success of a country does not depend or) ita Even though our lives will be changed and our paths
leader alone but on its people as well. eSO Uz L S aco divided, we will always remember those things that we’ve
*hk PATRICIAN PAPA < MARTINA S, ABIERA shared and bonded us together.
Actors in politics, do they deserve the votes? ' ' A school is not complete without the teachers
- . RAUL N. ESTEBAN MYRNA P. VIDAL . .

Nowadays, many actors run for positions in our goverp-  adviser Consultant who taught us and gave their every ounce of patience
ment. They say that they should be given a chance| to AR A i A even though we were uncontrollable. These teachers
prove that they are worthy of the people’s votes, bull whom every morning walk inside the classroom, would

don't think that we can afford to take risks at this prese
situation of our country. Being a nation’s leader is not
simple thing that we can do trials and errors on. There

also no take twos in real life that they can rectify thg
mistakes. Each of us has his own line of work wherein

she can do his/her best.
*k*k

THOUGHTS greet us “Good Morning,” proceed to the board to write
something, stand in front of the class to explain some-
thing about the lesson and of course, shout or serve
scolding to us, whenever the class gets noisy. No class
By: Nadia Bautista | IS perfect, so we admit that we have become the source
Y of headaches for some teachers but still we always tried
All those times, all those years to be good but things just can't change that easily. For
all those shortcomings, mistakes, wrong doings and vio-
go to quality schools but don't learn much because either Everything in this World.has an ending. Gradda'tions, we seek and ask for apology: You always stayed
the teachers are inefficient or the students themselves 38" ma_rks an en_dlng of our time Spe_nt n the schowiith us and you really were open-minded. We owe our
not earnest enough to learn. But if there would be coopetrlf';l(-)Se mln'd—boggllng tests, eYe'pOPP'OQ quizzes aheartfelt gratitude to these teachers who have taught us
tion between the teachers and their students, quality efgver-ending seat works. Yet, it seems it is only a shelt the lessons we need to know to prepare us for col-
cation will be acquired. time that has passed and now, we are entering a riege. Theselteachers will never be forgotten. Your.haljd-
Sk level of learning. All those days, teachers and friends w@rk will shine as we become (hopefully) better indi-
As another school year ends, the Senior bataﬁﬂd dear in our hearts will be replaced by new ones wiguals.
2001 bids goodbye to Atheneum, our Alma Mater. I, as owdll meet in our long journey in college. Still, these past It is so hard to leave but everyone should be
of the Seniors will be definitely sad. We will part ways, livgears have been one of the happiest years of our live®rave to face the future. But even though our world will
different lives and pursue our own ambitions. But beforeill surely be hard to forget. soon be different, the time spent in this school will al-
we leave, we want to thank the people who have been part ~ We've met friends and foes. These people kepgys serve as an inspiration to us.
of our lives during our stay in this institution. Those whas excited to go to school. Our friends who never left us Through all these years, we'd like to thank all
have patiently taught us most, if not everything they knowone helped us along the way. They cared, loved, cdifie people who stayed with us and even the people who
from our lessons up to their own values and experiencesdfted, cheered and stayed by our side all the year rourgglly want us to go. Thank you to our Alma Mater,
life. Thank you for giving us the chance to prove ourselvgge cried and whenever one is lonely, we were there fatheneum, to our teachers, classmates and friends. We
and for spending your time to get to know us and learn Wagmgfort. Friends we've met here will be treasured fowill be leaving with deep regrets. But we will always be
we really are. We know that as we leave Atheneum, magyer of course, in our life we've met foes whom wetrong and we promise to uphold the name of our school.
will be happy and relieved because we have always beefy 1t gt along with at first but became friends aftddope that you will never forget us and we will never
e e ehe crds.Truy fe s ronic. These are e peope we wikgetyou. 100 One fing we'e caized, graduatons
the same time to prove ourselves to all of you, one day, neéverfo!'get even if we meet new people in other placgsver ending; it is just a beginning. Even though the
will make the Atheneum community proud of us, the inf%rlends in Atheneum are truly irreplaceable. They hafidure may seem bleak and unsure, our lessons learned

mous Seniors of batch 2001 een part of our lives that made us strong for they dere will serve as our guiding light.

Many students graduate from high school with-
out enough knowledge and preparation for college life. They



